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INTEGRATED HOME 
$50,001+ GOLD
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Systems Design  
and Installation
EDG
Piscataway, N.J.
www.edgusa.com

Architect
Andre Tchelistcheff Architects
New York, N.Y. 
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Xhema Construction
New York, N.Y

This high-style 
Manhattan 
apartment brings  
video aesthetics 
to an all new level.  
by Steven Castle,

photography by 

William Psolka

PERFECT
picture

WHAT’S COOL
Video nirvana: an 
18-choice multiplex of  
on-screen channels and 
true in-wall screens.
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THE PICTURES SAY IT ALL. Three 65-inch Panasonic 

plasma HDTVs, flush-mounted side-by-side, form a video 

wall that can display content from 18 different sources. 

Look even more closely, and you’ll find that all the TVs 

in this Manhattan apartment are not only flush-mounted 

in the walls, the walls even cover the TVs’ bezels so only 

the screens remain visible. The skyline views out of the 

windows are pretty nice, as well.
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But it was the eye candy inside this 2,400-square-

foot spread that was of most concern to the hom-

eowners—or at least the tech-savvy man of the house, 

whose living room man cave with its video multiplex 

of sources is the envy of any audio/video enthusiast. 

“He had a set-up in his previous home with 12 

tube TVs and a video matrix so he could watch all 

these different shows on them,” says John Mont-

gomery of custom electronics (CE) pro EDG of Pis-

cataway, N.J. Needless to say, this video matrix is a 

huge upgrade.

The homeowner can choose among feeds 

from up to 24 different video sources, including 

18 cable boxes (three of which have DVRs), three 

DVD players and three Mac minis. The sources are 

routed through an Extron matrix switcher and an 

RGB Spectrum picture-in-picture processor that 

multiplexes them and allows six outputs to each of 

the TVs. He can view 18 sources—or 18 different 

channels simultaneously—with six per screen or 

one large picture in the middle and with six options 

shown on each side. 

Although the TVs will show 18 video feeds at a 

time, he can choose among all 24, says Montgomery. 

That includes a high-def Blu-ray player. And if he has 

someone over to give a presentation, he can use his 

Crestron touchpanel to dig a little deeper and summon 

the video feed from one of the Mac minis.

This tech-happy guy doesn’t mind digging down 

through home control screens. He’s a tinkerer. “He 

wanted it complex enough so he could go in and play 

around, but simple enough so his wife could come in 

and press one button,” says Montgomery.

When the lady of this video house wishes to watch 

INTEGRATED HOME: $50,001+ GOLD

SYSTEMS & 
EQUIPMENT
Control: Crestron
Lighting: Lutron
Whole-house A/V: 	
	 Crestron
Video displays: 
	 Panasonic, Sony, Sharp, 	
	 EarthLCD, Séura
Video Multiplexing: 
	 Extron, RGB Spectrum
Speakers: B&W, Sound 	
	 Advance, Sonance
A/V Processing: Rotel
Blu-ray Player: Sony

HOME SIZE
2,400 sq. ft.

PROJECT
DURATION
4 years

IN-WALL TVS
Flush-mounting TVs in the walls with 
only their screens visible was a big 
challenge for the custom electronics 
(CE) pros at EDG of Piscataway, N.J. 
“We were putting them in when the 
Sheetrock was about to go in,” EDG’s 
John Montgomery explains. That’s 
almost never the case, largely because 
of the dust from the Sheetrock, plaster 
and other construction disruptions. 
“We taped down the TV screens to keep 
them as well-protected as possible,” 
says Montgomery. “They had to be fully 
functional five months before the rest 
of the systems were installed.”
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At a touch of a button on a 
Crestron home systems remote, 
the owners of this skytop 
spread can shut off the outside 
world—or at least filter it. Both 
motorized Lutron Sivoia solar 
shades that cut down glare (top) 
and full blackout shades (above) 
descend from a hidden perch. 
The owner can also change the 
color of LED strip lighting above 
the crown molding.
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something in the living room, she indeed presses just 

one button, and the three 65-inch plasmas are filled with 

pictures from a DVR on the center screen, flanked by two 

of the DVD sources. Though she may opt to watch any 

one of the other flush-mounted TVs in the apartment.

MORE THAN FLUSH
Each of the 11 TVs in the apartment is completely flush-

mounted—going so far as to hide the bezels. And while 

that provides a strikingly clean appearance, it’s hardly 

the ideal installation. That’s because with the exception 

of the screens, the TVs had to be fully enclosed in the 

walls, making access for servicing difficult.

“In a normal world, it would be the last thing we 

would do, but the architect and homeowner wanted it 

this way,” says Montgomery. EDG had to go through 

a rear wall to service one TV. The TVs are ventilated 

into cavities in the walls above the units.

Installation of the TVs had to take place before 

the Sheetrock went up (see sidebar). EDG had to 

make sure the wiring and all the connections were 

perfect as well, because servicing would require mak-

ing holes or disassembling a wall. 

To service the three side-by-side plasmas in the 

living room, EDG must take down the frame sur-

rounding the displays and pull the fabric off the walls. 

The fabric also conceals three B&W front speakers 

and two Sunfire subwoofers. Four invisible Sound 

Advance speakers hide behind a thin layer of plaster 

in the ceiling to provide the surround channels.

A 32-inch Panasonic display in a sitting room is 

hidden behind a piece of artwork. A press of a button 

on a Crestron remote instructs an Electro-Kinetics 

lift to move the painting off the screen. Another 

Panasonic unit rises from a cabinet at the foot of a 

bed and swivels 180 degrees so that it can be viewed 

from a sitting area. In a bath is a Séura display that 

is visible from behind a mirror. 

But perhaps the most innovative installation of 

Even the bath-
rooms are 
equipped with 
visual inspiration. 
A Séura mirror 
TV is visible from 
the bath (right), 
and an EarthLCD 
in another bath 
has its power and 
A/V cables routed 
through special 
wiring hinges on 
the hinge side of 
the door (below).

INTEGRATED HOME: $50,001+ GOLD
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Some of TVs in 
this decked-out 
condo require 
motorized lifts. An 
Electro-Kinetics lift 
raises the artwork 
in a sitting room 
to reveal a 32-inch 
Panasonic TV, 
while a 42-inch 
Panasonic plasma 
rises from the 
cabinet at the foot 
of the bed and 
can swivel 180 
degrees.
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a display was that of a 12-inch EarthLCD, which was 

mounted on the door of a bathroom off the owner’s 

office. The monitor receives power and audio and 

video signals from cables that were routed through 

two connection points on the hinge side of the door. 

A channel within the door protects the cabling from 

being pinched when the door closes. “It’s a marvel of 

wire management and strain relief,” says Montgomery. 

The power line runs through one of the two wiring 

hinges and the audio/video through the other.

CONTROL FLEXIBILITY
The homeowner even wanted some of the controls 

for the apartment-wide Crestron control system 

to be interchangeable with those of the Lutron 

lighting control system. This was for simplicity’s 

sake, actually. For example, on her way out, the 

housekeeper can press a button on a Lutron keypad 

in the foyer, and the lights go off and all RF (radio 

frequency) devices are disabled. This safeguards 

against interference from other Crestron systems 

in the same building, as Crestron only has a finite 

number of RFIDs, says Montgomery. To activate 

the TVs, the homeowners just hold down a button 

on a touchpanel.

The Crestron system operates nine video zones and 

16 audio zones, as well as the Lutron lighting control 

system. And don’t look for a lot of presets. The techy 

homeowner likes to fiddle with the LED lighting in living 

and dining rooms, changing its colors on a whim. 

Neither does he have presets for the solar and 

blackout Lutron Sivoia motorized shades on every 

window in the apartment. He likes to operate those 

however he wants.  

The Crestron controllers also operate the HVAC 

(heating, ventilation and air conditioning) system—all 

through temperature sensors placed unobtrusively in 

the walls and with a centralized thermostat. 

Setting up control of several different TVs and 

home subsystems wasn’t the challenge for EDG. It 

was providing the kind of complex control flexibility 

the man of the house wanted, and a simple way for the 

lady of the house to use the system as well.

The result? As we said, the pictures speak for 

themselves. EH

RACKING THE BRAINS
In a closet off the foyer are the brains of this 2,400-square foot apartment. The 
control system processors and source components are mounted in three equipment 
racks, one of which looks closed off but contains the 18 cable TV boxes. Because 
the boxes have IR (infrared) flashers mounted to the front of them, they were sus-
ceptible to IR “spray,” which could result in a command issued to one cable box 
changing a channel on another, so EDG placed covers—or solid rack blanks—over 
the boxes to preclude this problem.

INTEGRATED HOME: $50,001+ GOLD
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INTEGRATED HOME: $50,001+ SILVER

THE TEAM

Systems Design  
and Installation
Cinemagic
Scottsdale, Ariz.
www.cinemagicht.com

WE’VE GOT TO HAND IT TO THE OWNER of this 

gorgeous part-time residence in Scottsdale, Ariz. He’s 

in his late 70s and shows no signs of slowing down. Not 

only does he keep tabs on the North Carolina-based 

business he owns while he’s away, but he also works 

on a daily basis even when he and his wife are staying 

in the Southwest rather than the Southeast. A big rea-

son he has never let technology pass him by. Quite the 

opposite, he’s turned to electronics to benefit both his 

business and home life.

“He wanted something really simple to use, with 

central controls,” says Kris Kostner of local custom 

electronics firm Cinemagic. “He didn’t really have 

priorities other than wanting quality speakers and 

good sound throughout the house. Other than that, 

we threw a lot of ideas out at him, and there aren’t a 

lot of things we didn’t do.”

That’s an understatement. The homeowners 

may not have specified everything they wanted au-

tomated, but they did have a good understanding of 

This big Arizona home is overflowing with automation and A/V excitement. 
photography by Kristopher Kostner

   diamond 
IN THE DESERT
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WHAT’S COOL
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SYSTEMS & 
EQUIPMENT
Control: Control4
Lighting: Control4
Distributed A/V: Control4
S�peakers: Bay Audio, 

Sonance
F�lat-panel Displays: 
Samsung

Mounts: Sanus
Networking: Cisco
Theater Screen: SMX
T�heater Projector: 
Marantz

T�heater Components: 
Integra

Blu-ray: Samsung

HOME SIZE
10,000 sq. ft.

PROJECT 
DURATION
5 months

WHAT’S COOL
Home automation to the 
max, without disrupting 
the architecture. So easy 
and robust, it lets the own-
ers feel like they’re in two 
places at once.

what whole-house home controls could achieve—to 

the point where the husband picked Control4 as 

the automation hub of choice. Aside from a basic 

request to keep audio and video as discreet as 

possible, the homeowners entrusted Cinemagic 

to devise how electronic controls could optimally 

enhance the residence. That meant not only audio 

and video, but lights, shades, heating and cooling, 

surveillance, swimming pool, networking and more 

were fair game.



72	 ELECTRONIC HOUSE  May/June 2010 EHInstallers.COM

OPEN SESAME
The entry to this theater is certainly not your average door.

To suppress and isolate sound as much as possible, 
designer First Impressions Theme Theatres installed a 350-
pound, 3.5-inch thick door that effectively locks down into a 
threshold. Its sides and top are pushed against rubber gas-
kets for sealing, and the door opens and closes automati-
cally after being pushed or pulled. Five cam-lift hinges allow 
the door to lift slightly out of the threshold and open.

The wood appearance is only a veneer, according to First 
Impressions’ Jeffrey Smith. It covers layers of medium-
density fiberboard (MDF), limp-mass sound barrier and 
fiberglass material. “It’s a weak link in the sound suppres-
sion,” says Smith, “but not too weak.”

FAMILY/MEDIA ROOM SILVERINTEGRATED HOME: $50,001+ SILVER

The result is one of the most robust 

Control4 installations we’ve seen, which 

incorporates a mix of practical and play-

ful elements befitting this 10,000-square-

foot home. That’s typified in the dedicated 

theater room, with its combination of 

both artistic and cinematic flair (see 

sidebar).

But the rest of the home by no means 

takes a back seat to the theater. The level 

of technology is evident before one sets 

foot inside. At the bottom of the driveway, 

the entry gate can be accessed through 

the Control4 automation system or the 

Cisco IP (Internet protocol) phone sys-

tem. When someone buzzes at the call 

box, alerts are sent to every Control4 

touchpanel in the home, and a snapshot 

from one of the 11 surveillance cameras 

is taken and transmitted. The owners 

can then pick up a phone and talk to 

the visitor on the intercom or simply 

press a button on the touchpanel to let 

him in. The gate can also open and close 

at preset times for hassle-free entry by 

gardeners and such.

As people wind their way up to this 

hillside home, they’ll notice plenty of light-

ing accenting the cactus-lined driveway and 

the glowing exterior. Much of the outside 

lighting is instructed by an astronomical 

clock to illuminate from dusk until 10 p.m. 

A goodnight scene programmed into the 

Control4 system dims the exterior lights 

(and interior ones) and shuts the gate if 

it has been left open. 

All of the water features outside can 

MOUNTAIN CHARM
The dedicated theater room in this Arizona home blends right in with its surroundings. 
It’s one of the few areas in the house not blessed with beautiful panoramic vistas of 
the nearby mountains, so the custom electronics pros at Cinemagic brought the local 
mountain ranges inside.

They’re not just pretty pictures, either. Crafted from dual 1-inch-thick acoustic absorption 
layers and spaced another inch apart so the edges could be backlit, the mountain mural 
silhouettes act as acoustical treatments for the theater walls. 

The murals fade like the night sky from the rear to the front of the theater, and 
viewing movies in there really makes the owners feel like they’re outdoors. The  
ceiling received a fiber-optic starfield, but like the murals, it’s not any old design.  
The stars and constellations are oriented to correspond to the direction the room 
faces, and are arranged to recreate how the sky looked on the owner’s birth date. 
Filler stars can be dimmed to make constellations like Orion and the Big Dipper  
further stand out.

When the theater fires up, shooting stars may turn off but others remain on and don’t 
impact the images on the 120-inch SMX CinemaScope aspect ratio screen. The Marantz 
projector can beam Blu-ray and satellite TV content, and speakers and subwoofers from 
Sonance and Artison can rock the room. The front channels of the 7.2-channel surround 
configuration hide behind the acoustically transparent screen, while the rest of the surround 
speakers and Artison subs are concealed in the walls. 

An equipment rack dedicated to the room’s components and sources provides easy ac-
cess for repairs or tweaks, and a 7-inch wireless Control4 touchpanel provides easy opera-
tion of all the room’s electronics. 

TVs throughout the home were installed 
on articulating mounts to appear to 
float within cabinetry. Interior and exte-
rior lighting (opposite) offer even more 
visual appeal.
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be controlled remotely. This includes the 

temperature, pump, overflow and lighting 

controls of the dual-infinity-edge pool and 

spa, and on/off functions of two fountains 

and patio misters.

Then there’s the interior of the home. 

Lighting control is prominent throughout, 

as Control4 devices are used to operate 

the roughly 350 wireless ZigBee dimmers 

and switches. To simplify the control of 

so many lights, in-room touchpanels are 

generally locked to operate the lighting in 

that room only, aside from global settings 

like goodnight, or pathway lighting from 

the garage to the kitchen, for example. 

Motorized shades enhance the lighting 

scenes by opening and closing on com-

mand from a touchpanel. 

As for the homeowner’s request for 

quality sound throughout, 30 zones of 

music, including five surround-sound 

areas, and lots of Bay Audio loudspeak-

ers have it covered. Pairs of in-ceiling 

speakers serve most rooms, but Cin-

emagic made necessary changes to tricky 

spots like the dining room. In there, a 

barreled hardwood ceiling would have 

made built-in speakers difficult to install 

and unsightly, says Kostner, so instead  

the team mounted two bookshelf-sized 

models above the perimeter soffit. “We 

mounted the speakers facing upward so 

you don’t see them, and used the ceil-

ing as sort of a parabolic reflector,” he 

explains. “So they’re invisible, and the 

sound is surprisingly good.” About 350 

CDs were loaded into a Control4 server, 

and music from an AM/FM/XM tuner and 

DirecTV boxes can also be selected. Cin-

emagic also incorporated A/V details like 

installing flat-panel TVs, many of which 

were surrounded by cabinetry, on ar-

ticulating mounts to appear as if they 

are floating and flush with the millwork. 

Of course, for daily business use, one 

of the most important high-tech features 

to for this homeowner is the computer 

networking system. Cinemagic set up the 

remote network so if a call is transferred 

to him or if he needs to access something 

on the server in North Carolina, it’s as 

if he’s right there instead of 2,000 miles 

away. Plus, because of the Control4 pro-

gramming, it runs both ways—when the 

owners are in North Carolina, or anywhere 

else with a web browser, they can manage 

the Arizona home controls in a matter of 

clicks. —AS EH

THE LOVELY BONES © 2009 DW STUDIOS. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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INTEGRATED HOME: $50,001+ BRONZE

An Apple-based control system brings order to a 30,000-square-foot estate.
photography by Tim Brown Photography

WHEN YOUR LIVING QUARTERS are as large 

an airport hangar, simple tasks like turning off the 

lights before bedtime can be exhausting. That’s part 

of the reason the owners of this newly built Idaho 

estate invested in a sophisticated control system. 

But operating hundreds of lighting circuits is just 

the tip of the home control iceberg for this slick 

management system.

Peppered throughout the property—which 

includes a guest house, barn, tennis courts, and 

swimming pool—are 11 flat-panel TVs, dozens of 

built-in speakers, 11 surveillance cameras, motor-

ized window treatments and motorized gates. The 

custom electronics (CE) pros from Home Media 

in Ketchum, Idaho, tied them all to a single Apple-

based control system called the Rosie from Savant 

Systems. 

Rosie appealed both to the family and the Home 

Media crew. “It has the capability to seamlessly sync 

a wide range of systems, which gave us more time 

to customize the system to the family’s needs,” ex-

plains Home Media president Kevin Carey. For the 

family, Rosie permitted the use of familiar devices 

like iPhones to operate all the home’s electronic 

  living 
 LARGE

THE TEAM

Systems Design  
and Installation
Home Media
Ketchum, Idaho 
www.homemedia.net
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WHAT’S COOL
xxxxxxxxxxxxxx

systems. “They’re also set up to use an 

iPad,” says Carey. “That will be a device 

that really runs the whole show.” 

There are numerous other interfaces 

the family can use to monitor and man-

age the massive estate. A Savant Touch 

TV in the kitchen, for example, provides 

a 24-inch screen to view the status of the 

various systems, issue commands to any 

device, and display video from a plethora 

of components located in an equipment 

rack in the lower level. 

Two smaller touchpanels—one in 

the master bathroom and the other in the 

party barn—provide the same bird’s-eye 

view of the property. Or the family can 

bring up the Rosie control menu on any 

of the home’s 11 flat panel TVs, including 

a Runco 103-inch plasma (see sidebar) 

in the movie lounge. With the TVs, they 

use handheld remotes to navigate and 

issue commands. 

The family of seven can operate 

each subsystem individually via the Sa-

vant interfaces. From the pool and spa 

page, for example, they can turn on the 

pump and raise the water temperature. 

Switching to the audio page, they can 

choose music to play through of any 

of the 22 music zones. A quick jump 

to the lighting page, and they can turn 

on only the lights around the pool and 

in the kitchen. In seconds, the place is 

ready for an evening pool party. 

Equally important to this family is 

the ability to visually monitor what’s hap-

pening around the property. One touch 

brings up a floorplan of the house, where 

they can see the lights that are on, the 

position of the drapes, what doors are 

unlocked and which TVs and speakers 

are in use. This quick-peek feature is 

a tremendous help to the family when 

they’re leaving the house. “They can see 

at a glance what needs to be turned off 

or locked up before they go,” says Carey. 

“Without that feature, it would take them 

an hour to check on everything.” One 

WHAT’S COOL
Mondo video on one very 
slick control system.
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INTEGRATED HOME: $50,001+ BRONZE

ENTERTAINMENT OPTIONS GALORE
With 30,000 feet to work with, there was plenty of space for some really big TVs. The largest of the 
home’s 11 displays is a 103-inch Runco plasma TV. Weighing a quarter of ton and costing around 
$100,000, it deserved a place all its own. Rather than sequester it to a dedicated theater room, the 
family had it installed in a more accessible “movie lounge” area. Located between the kids’ and par-
ents’ bedrooms and designed for casual viewing, the lounge is used far more than a formal theater. 

While convenient and accessible for the family, the movie lounge was tough for the custom elec-
tronics pros at Home Media in Ketchum, Idaho, to craft into a top-notch media environment. A vaulted 
ceiling could not accommodate a video projector, and limited space on the front wall precluded the 
addition of a rear-projection display. So the plasma was the best option for big-screen viewing. To 
drive the display, a separate 220-amp was added, and motorized draperies had to be hung over to the 
floor-to-ceiling windows to block exterior light. 

Getting content to the display was no problem, as the Home Media team had wired the room to a 
main equipment rack in the lower level. From here, four high-def cable TV receivers can stream pro-
grams to the plasma. For convenient disc loading, the Home Media team installed a Blu-ray player in 
the movie lounge. It’s accompanied by a local high-def satellite receiver. 

Two other popular places to plop down for a movie are in the great room and a lower-level party 
barn. Again, the room design of each space dictated a somewhat unconventional A/V arrangement. The 65-inch Panasonic plasma TVs in each room are nothing 
out of the ordinary, but the number of speakers and subwoofers that were installed certainly is. Each room was fitted with 10 speakers, accompanied by five sub-
woofers in the great room and four subwoofers in the party barn. Why so many? The sheer size of each space, says Home Media design engineer Florin Fleischer. 
With both rooms measuring close to 2,000 square feet and with ceiling heights of 30 feet, it would take a lot of audio horsepower to fill the area with sound, says 
Fleischer. Rather than guess at the magic number of speakers and subs, Home Media contacted speaker/sub manufacturer James Loudspeaker for its recom-
mendation. They went with James’ plan and incorporated their own special touches like subwoofers beneath the floor. 

As if these decked-out media spaces weren’t enough, four areas inside the house and two areas outside are rigged for live entertainment. Whether it’s a D.J. 
or a band, they can plug their equipment into special XLR jacks installed by Home Media.
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place the owners rarely check up on, though, is 

the wine cellar. Located off the kitchen, it can only 

be accessed by entering a secret code into a wall-

mounted keypad. Even if someone does crack the 

code, getting inside would be tough, as the door is 

completely hidden in the wall paneling. 

It’s no secret how much the Savant system has 

enhanced the family’s lifestyle. Music and high-def 

video are at their fingertips. And preparing the 

huge house for a big event takes just a matter of 

seconds. They can leave in a moment’s notice and 

tap into the surveillance cameras to check out the 

action on the basketball or tennis courts. It’s all 

right there on the screen. —LM  EH

SYSTEMS  
& EQUIPMENT
Control: Savant Systems
Lighting: Crestron
A/V Distribution: Savant
S�peakers: Leon, James, 

Sonance
D�isplays: Panasonic, LG, 

Runco, Samsung
M�otorized Drapes: Lutron
S�urveillance Cameras: 

Pelco, Everfocus, Extreme, 
Digital Sprite

P�ool/Spa Control: Jandy
Security: Elk

HOME SIZE
30,000 sq. ft.

PROJECT
DURATION
2 years

A 24-inch Savant Touch TV displays video from a 
variety of components, views from any of 11 sur-
veillance cameras, controls for the home’s various 
electronic systems and a floorplan which shows the 
current status of every piece of electronic hardware. 
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THE TEAM

Systems Design 
and Installation
Maxsystems
Van Nuys, Calif.
www.maxsystemsla.com

Architect
J. Staff Architect 
Los Angeles, Calif.

Builder
Mitchell Construction
Thousand Oaks, Calif.

INTEGRATED HOME: $50,001+ BRONZE

The custom-programmed system that manages this 
four-story house tells its owners everything. 

THEY SAY A LITTLE INFORMATION goes a long way. 

That couldn’t be truer in this 5,800-square-foot quad-

level. Numerous Crestron home control touchscreens 

show the owners which electronic systems are in use, 

where they’re being used and how they’re being used. 

The only missing piece of data is who’s using them; 

although that could be easily surmised by peering at 

the floorplan on the screen. A red flag in the playroom, 

for example, could indicate that the kids are watching 

a movie. “If the owners see that, they know to choose 

a program from a different DVR if they want to watch 

something else in a different room,” says Max Angst, 

systems engineer at Maxsystems in Van Nuys, Calif. 

Or, they could use the phone system to call the kids to 

the kitchen table to finish their homework.

This degree of “system feedback” isn’t for every-

one, admits Angst. It can be a bit overwhelming to see 

the status of every security sensor on the first floor of 

INFORMANT
automation

WHEN ART & 
TECHNOLOGY 
COLLIDE
The owners of this remodeled 
home rely on a variety of elec-
tronic systems to showcase 
and protect their extensive 
collection of artwork. 
Motorized window shades 
can be lowered at the touch 
of a button to protect paint-
ings from sunlight. 
Lights have been prepro-
grammed to come on at cer-
tain intensity levels to accent 
particular pieces of art. 
Security sensors and surveil-
lance cameras watch over 
the gallery. 
Stealth in-ceiling speakers 
and LED lighting reduce 
visual distractions. 
Whole-house music creates 
a relaxing atmosphere condu-
cive to admiring art. 
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OPEN SESAME
The entry to this theater is certainly not your average door.

To suppress and isolate sound as much as possible, 
designer First Impressions Theme Theatres installed a 350-
pound, 3.5-inch thick door that effectively locks down into a 
threshold. Its sides and top are pushed against rubber gas-
kets for sealing, and the door opens and closes automati-
cally after being pushed or pulled. Five cam-lift hinges allow 
the door to lift slightly out of the threshold and open.

The wood appearance is only a veneer, according to First 
Impressions’ Jeffrey Smith. It covers layers of medium-
density fiberboard (MDF), limp-mass sound barrier and 
fiberglass material. “It’s a weak link in the sound suppres-
sion,” says Smith, “but not too weak.”

FAMILY/MEDIA ROOM SILVER

WHAT’S COOL
A floorplan of every level 
of this four-story home can 
be displayed on any of nine 
touchscreens to view the 
status of every electronic 
component in that area. 

INTEGRATED HOME: $50,001+ BRONZE

SYSTEMS & 
EQUIPMENT
Control: Crestron
Lighting: Lutron
Shading: Lutron, Crestron
A�/V Distribution: Crestron
S�peakers: Sonance
D�isplays: Pioneer, Samsung
H�eating/Cooling: Crestron
Security: Caddx
Surveillance: Nuvico
P�hone System: Panasonic
S�wimming Pool Control: 

Jandy

HOME SIZE
5,000+ sq. ft.

PROJECT 
DURATION
2 years

your house, for example. But in this case, the owner 

was comfortable with the technology and felt that the 

more information he had about his house, and at his 

fingertips, the better he’d be able to manage and enjoy it. 

By knowing that the shades are up in the family 

room, for instance, the owners can determine if the 

lights in that room should be switched off—and make 

the change from anywhere in the house. They can also 

figure out if a window has been left open before leaving 

for work by viewing the security page on any touch-

screen. And there’s no way someone might accidentally 

interrupt an important football game by blasting tunes 

from the whole-house audio system. The system “locks” 

out music in any area where a TV is in use. 

For the most part, system feedback helps the 

family react to certain conditions, but there are some 

alterations that occur automatically based on data 

gathered by the system. Like the motorized shades 

that raise and lower based on the room temperature. 

And the lights that switch on and off while the owners 

are away to make the empty house look occupied. 

Many of these schedules were programmed into the 

Crestron system by Maxsystems; however, the owners 

are free to set up and tweak the routines as they see 

fit. “They’ve adjusted the levels of the lights in some of 

the preprogrammed scenes and created a few scenes 

of their own,” says Angst. 

Although the owners love interacting with the 

systems in their house, they intentionally kept touch-

screens, keypads and wall switches to a minimum so 

that nothing detracted 

from their extensive 

art collection and the 

home’s modern decor. 

Only one tiny keypad 

or touchscreen adorns 

the wall of each room 

so that the family can pick audio and video for that area 

and operate its lights and motorized shades. To con-

trol anything in the house, the owners rely on wireless 

touchscreens, which can be placed inside drawers or 

cabinets when they’re not being used. TVs are stowed 

inside cabinetry, and audio and video components are 

hidden inside a special equipment room in the basement.  

As tricked out as this house is, Maxsystems is 

preparing for phase two of the project. In a few months 

they’ll be back to transform a detached garage into a 

dedicated theater. Will a similar tell-all control system 

be designed for the operation of the theater gear? “You 

betcha,” says Angst. —LM  EH
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“Despite its adorable good looks,
the Seismic 110 boasts one bodacious bark 

and just as big a bite.” – Dennis Burger, Home Entertainment

WHO LET THE DOGS OUT?

Maximum performance from a minimal footprint. A true
collaboration between industrial, mechanical, electronic
and acoustic design. Everything is custom! No off-
the-shelf-parts! Ultra-low-distortion split-coil
driver design. 1700 watts Dynamic Peak
Power, 850 watts RMS Continuous.
10˝ bass cone travels a full two
inches giving this little bulldog 
an exceptionally deep voice
(to 18 Hz) for such a tiny frame! 

SEISMIC™ 110: Alpha dog of compact high-performance subwoofers 

Optional Paradigm Perfect Bass Kit 
digital room correction system.w w w . p a r a d i g m . c o m

Completely custom. 
Form follows function!
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